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        JSerra Catholic High School

                 26351 Junipero Serra Road, Suite 180, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Dear Parents and Student, 






May 2011

I hope my letter finds you and your family well and relaxed during this time of year. As the Head of the English Department at J Serra Catholic High School, I want to congratulate you and your son/ daughter on his acceptance.

I am writing to inform you of J Serra Catholic High School’s Summer Reading Requirement. Research for the past two decades has shown that across the nation, students’ SAT verbal scores are on a slow decline. One reason for the decline is the lack of reading in the summer months. Through the Summer Reading, it offers our students an opportunity to develop their vocabulary and their critical thinking skills in order to ensure their optimal development and growth at J Serra.

All J Serra students from freshmen to seniors will read The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch. This will correlate with our year-long theme of the value of life. Each grade will also read one book from list one or two and honors will read a second book; AP Literature will read a third book listed under their course; AP Language will read a fourth book.
Your son or daughter must read the attached list of books before the first day of fall semester English class for the appropriate class that they are enrolled. Also, they must complete the corresponding discussion questions. Each response should be approximately a half-page. This will be turned in on the first day of English class. It is imperative that the reading is done in order to be successful. 

You can locate all of your summer reading books at your local library, or you can purchase them at your local bookstore.

We hope that your son or daughter finds the reading interesting and challenging. We ask for your support on this endeavor. Also, please note the change to freshmen honors.

If you have questions, please email me at ECarter@jserra.org. 

Best, 

Elizabeth Carter

English Department Chair
Note: In order to mitigate procrastination, there are periodic due dates for the summer assignments.

1. Students will email their assignments as ATTACHMENTS to the teacher listed below on or before the assigned dates. 

2. PUT YOUR LAST NAME & THE TEXT NAME IN THE SUBJECT LINE OF YOUR EMAIL.  Ex: Smith The Last Lecture or Smith The Poisonwood Bible
3. Students will also upload their assignment to turnitin.com in the first week of school. 

Book One is due July 1, 2011 to the teacher listed.

Book Two is due August 1, 2011 to the teacher listed.

Book 3 for AP Literature and Honors is due the first day of school.

Book 4 for AP Language is due the first day of school.

Freshmen- 

A-M email ARipullo@jserra.org

N-Z email JSulick@jserra.org
Sophomores:


A-G email BSickler@jserra.org

H-N email ECarter@jserra.org

O-Z email EMcKeagney@jserra.org
Juniors College Preparatory:

      
A-M email CPlaia@jserra.org

N-Z email CDeBoisblanc@jserra.org
Juniors AP:


ALL email ECarter@jserra.org
Seniors College Preparatory:


A-M email EMcKeagney@jserra.org

N-Z email AForster@jserra.org
AP Language Seniors:


ALL email BSickler@jserra.org

ALL STUDENTS (Freshmen- Seniors): Are required to read the book

The Last Lecture  by Randy Pausch
Write an essay (2-3 pages) in which you tell about someone who has made an impact on your life and explain how and why this person is important to you.

Due to turnitin.com 
Freshman/ Freshman Honors:

Option One: 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding
 
1. Lord of the Flies has been called “a fable in which the characters are symbols 
for abstract ideas.” Explain this statement by analyzing each of the major 
characters (Ralph, Jack, Piggy, Simon, and Roger) in terms of his distinctive 
character traits and the human quality he might symbolize.



2. Defend and/or criticize Ralph’s actions as leader. What were his motivations? 
Did he contribute to the tragedy in any way? Could he have acted to prevent any 
of the deaths? What would you have done differently in his situation?


3. Describe the religious imagery in Lord of the Flies: the forces of good and evil, 
a fall from grace, a savior, and eventual redemption. How does Golding’s 
depiction of the island compare to the Garden of Eden?


4. Analyze the student population in your school and the various groups or cliques 
that exist. Discuss whether there are certain mannerisms, clothing preferences, 
behavior codes, or other qualities that characterize each group. Have you ever 
known a group member outside the context of his or her group? Did that person 
behave differently when not under the direct influence of the group?


5. Some readers of Lord of the Flies have argued that each and every one of the 
boys’ actions is nothing more than an attempt to survive in difficult conditions. 
Think about the mounting of the sow’s head, Simon’s ascent up the mountain, and 
the murder of Piggy in particular, as well as any other key scenes that stand out 
for you. Is it fair to say that the boys’ actions were merely the result of the human 
survival instinct? Why or why not? If so, can you use these examples to draw 
some general conclusions about the human instinct to survive?
OR Option Two: 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

1.  What role do the Sharks play in the novel? Are they Santiago's sole 



antagonists?


2. Why does Santiago idolize Joe DiMaggio? How does he draw strength from 


this hero? How do his thoughts of DiMaggio's struggles help him battle 


the elements/antagonists of society and nature?


3. What is the role of the sea and all its inhabitants? Does the sea, with all its 


elements of life and challenges, represent or symbolize the nature of 


society in general, and Santiago's fishing village in particular?


4. Is Santiago a tragic hero with a tragic flaw (pride/hubris)? Does his pride 


ultimately lead him to defeat or triumph?


5. What is the significance of religious imagery? How does Hemingway portray 


Santiago as a Christ-like martyr? In what ways does this imagery reinforce 

the theme of transcendence, of turning loss into gain and death into life?
 Freshmen Honors MUST READ:

3. Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

1. List the evidence Holmes collects to solve the crim. Then, discuss who 
committed the crime and why he did it. Be sure to justify your conclusion with 
several facts.


2. Select 5 difficult vocabulary words from EACH CHAPTER in Hounds of the 
Baskervilles. Write each word, define using a college-edition dictionary, and 
quote the sentence it was used in the text. Do the same for all chapters in Hound 
of the Baskervilles.

3. Pick your favorite scene and explain why you liked it.
Sophomores/Sophomore Honors: 
Option One:

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver

1. What are the implications of the novel's title phrase, the poisonwood bible, 
particularly in connection with the main characters' lives and the novel's main 
themes? How important are the circumstances in which the phrase comes into 
being?

2. How does Kingsolver differentiate among the Price sisters, particularly in terms 
of their voices? What does each sister reveal about herself and the other three, 
their relationships, their mother and father, and their lives in Africa? What is the 
effect of our learning about events and people through the sisters' eyes? 

3. What is the significance of the Kikongo word nommo and its attendant 
concepts of being and naming? Are there Christian parallels to the constellation of 
meanings and beliefs attached to nommo? How do the Price daughters' Christian 
names and their acquired Kikongo names reflect their personalities and behavior? 

4. The sisters refer repeatedly to balance (and, by implication, imbalance). What 
kinds of balance--including historical, political, and social--emerge as important? 
Are individual characters associated with specific kinds of balance or imbalance? 
Do any of the sisters have a final say on the importance of balance? 

5. What do we learn about cultural, social, religious, and other differences 
between Africa and America? To what degree do Orleanna and her daughters 
come to an understanding of those differences? Do you agree with what you take 
to be Kingsolver's message concerning such differences?

Option Two:

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

1. What is the purpose of having Death serve as a narrator?


2. What is the significance of colors in the book? List the colors and describe 
what they symbolize.


3. How would the novel be different if Leisel didn’t have nightmares about her 
brother?


4. In the novel, words have both the power to destroy and save lives. Discuss.


5. How did the key come to be in Max’s copy of Mein Kampf?

Sophomore Honors MUST READ:

      3. Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka


1. What is the effect of Kafka's matter-of-fact assertion of the bizarre incidents 
with which the story begins? How does Kafka keep the way it came to pass from 
becoming a major issue in the story? 

2. What is the relationship between realism and fantasy in this story? What are 
some details that make the fantastic story credible?

3. Metamorphosis has many elements of the parable, a story which illustrates a 
moral lesson. Discuss the elements within the novella that can be considered a 
parable.


4. Kafka’s narrative point of view in the Metamorphosis is third-person limited. 
He tells us Gregor’s feelings only. This style has the effect of making Gregor’s 
inner reality seem more important than what actually occurs in the world around 
him. Choose one of the other characters and create a dramatic monologue based 
on his or her reactions to the events of Chapter Three. 

5. What symbolic objects or other details appear in the story? Do they have 

connections with earlier mythologies or legends or literature?
Juniors and AP Literature: 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey

1. The main conflict in One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest is described in three 
different ways: as the struggle of the "sane individual vs. a crazy institution," 
"man vs. machine," and "a primeval, wild, unsocialized, anti-family form of 
masculinity vs. asexual women, institutions, and society that want to tame it." 
Discuss how these views differ from one another. Choose the theme that you 
think most accurately describes the conflict in the book and explain why.


2. Compare Ken Kesey's concept of the Combine—as demonstrated by President 
Eisenhower's policies, and corporate America's views on an efficient, well-
organized, and compliant society—with Chief Bromden's concept of the 
Combine—an all-powerful, all-seeing secret group in the mental hospital, which 
watches and controls everything.


3. During the mid-1960s Kesey and his group, the Merry Pranksters, referred to 
those in their counterculture as being "on the bus." Describe what you think it 
means to be "on the bus." Is this concept different in the late-1990s than it was in 
the mid-1960s? Who and what in today's world are "on the bus" or "off the bus?"


4. Kesey states that One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest helps the reader to 
"question reality" by "tearing away the fabric of what we've been told is reality 
and showing us something that is far more real." Do you agree with Kesey's 
analysis of his book? Select a scene or two that does or does not effectively 
accomplish this.
AP Literature MUST READ:

2. The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde


1. “We live,” says Lady Bracknell, “in an age of surfaces.” Does the play criticize 
or celebrate this fact?


2. A comedy of manners is defined as: “A comedy concerned with the social 
actions and behavior of members of a highly sophisticated, upper-class society. 
Low class characters are normally subordinate in interest or are played against the 
foibles of their ‘betters’. Such comedy emphasizes wit, whether true or false, and 
is more often that takes are arch view of the love game.” How closely does 
Earnest fit this description?


3. How is Lady Bracknell described in the play? How is she satirized? What are 
the features of upper-class society satirized in the play?


4. What is the importance of being earnest?


5. Explain the use of puns, paradoxes, and other literary devices throughout the 
play. How do their uses contribute to its satirical tone?

Seniors: English 4 and Shakespeare 

1984 by George Orwell

1. Compare and contrast the concepts of technological surveillance that Orwell 
envisioned in 1984 and the forms of technological surveillance that are used 
today.


2. In the final analysis, how accurate was Orwell in his vision of the future? In 
what ways does our contemporary society compare to his idea of society in 1984? 
Are there examples in which he was correct? What is most opposite? Do you see 
a potential for aspects of Orwell's "vision" to come true?

3. During his final encounter with O'Brien, Winston argues that, if all else fails, 
the inherent nature of the individual-the "spirit of man"-is strong enough to 
undermine a society such as that created by The Party. Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement? Is Winston's belief applicable to the world we live in today? 
Can you cite examples in our own recent history that support or dismiss Winston's 
belief in the resiliency and righteousness of the human spirit?

4. Explain the ways in which an Orwellian society, with a severe lack of personal 
privacy and freedom, could develop in both a communist and a capitalist society

5.  Imagine yourself as Winston Smith at the beginning of 1984. What would you 
do to undermine The Party? Knowing what you know now, how would you 
extricate yourself from the fate that awaits you?

Seniors: AP Language--- You will choose 4 texts, please choose at least one non-fiction, and create one Thought Sheet for each text.  Either scan your Thought Sheet and email as an ATTACHMENT or make a copy and mail the copy to me on or before the assigned date. Please keep the originals, as you will present them during the first week of school. Read the directions and complete the following. Contact me at  bsickler@jserra.org if you need help.
AP Language and Composition

Summer Reading Assignment

I know that most of you do enjoy reading, and I hope that you will find this assignment both refreshing and fulfilling.

This year’s summer reading assignment is straightforward: read at least four books that are new to you.  Yes, one of them must be our school wide read, The Last Lecture, but you are free to choose all the others on your own. If you are in the middle of a book right now, count it as one of your four.  You may read more than four (though there is no extra credit for doing so—just do it for your own pleasure).  When you come back to school, we will all share what we learned from our reading over the summer.  

Because I am a teacher, and because you are students, there are two added responsibilities.  As you read each book, you will create Thought Sheets. A Thought Sheet is explained on the back of this paper.  Like you, I will also be reading over the summer.  Like you, I will bring my Thought Sheets on the first day of class to share with you.  We will all complete one Thought Sheet for each book we have read. Also, you will review your book choices with your parents and ask them to sign the attached approval slip. 

Lest you think this too easy, our first unit when you return will be to review literary analysis.  And one of your first assignments in September will be to apply literary analysis to one of your summer reading books. Also, it is best to select at least one non-fiction text that has some meat to it- In Cold Blood, Young Men and Fire, Into Thin Air, Under the Banner of Heaven, or Columbine are excellent examples of this genre. (I urge you to avoid non-literary books such as A Child Called It or Go Ask Alice).  As far as fiction, I adore Kazuo Ishigaru, Nick Hornby, M.J Hyland, Tobias Wolff, Jonathan Franzen, Ian McEwan, Dave Eggers, Dia Sijie, and Zadie Smith.  Also, reading at least one dystopia, such as 1984, will enhance your enjoyment of Brave New World which you will read next year.

While the course work in AP Language is entirely based on non-fiction texts, we will also be reading the following British literature in the course of our year: Beowulf, Canterbury Tales, Macbeth, Frankenstein, Pride and Prejudice, Brave New World, and Turn of the Screw. 

Need ideas for what to read?  Here are some helpful websites:

· National Book Award winners:www.nationalbook.org (click on the tab marked “awards”)

· Pulitzer Prize Award winners: www.pulitzer.org (click on the link “Past Winners By Category”)

· The Man Booker Prize winners: www.themanbookerprize.com/prize/archive  

· Powell’s Books: www.powells.com (This is a bookselling site, but it caters to booklovers more than amazon.com does.  It provides a variety of blogs, reviews, recommendations, and other suggestions.  No need to buy the books there—you can check them out from the library or buy locally—but it’s a great site to browse for ideas)

To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting.  ~ Edmund Burke

What is a THOUGHT SHEET?

· A thought sheet is an unlined single-page (8 ½ X 11) response to your reading. It is a way to be creative and experimental. It is a way to respond imaginatively and honestly. It is a way to be brief and compressed in a world drowning in paper. Take time to write down your reaction to the text as you are reading.  Do not attempt to do this assignment after you have finished the whole book; interact and engage with the text as you read it.

· The purpose of a thought sheet is to invest in what you are reading. We read differently when we know we are going to be doing something with a text. We learn best when we can create our own patterns. A thought sheet connects the verbal and the visual; it connects the book’s ideas to your ideas; it connects words and images.

· Pull out some telling quotations, using them as a springboard to explore your own ideas. If you're intrigued by certain statements or attracted to characters or issues, write your response.
· Use a visual image, either drawn or cut from a magazine, to create a visual focus. What does the reading make you think of? Does it remind you of anything or anyone? Make connections with other texts or concepts or historic events. Do you see any similarities?
· Create a collage of key images and words. Cluster words and images around a dominant impression, feeling, or thought regarding what you have read.

· Make a personal statement about the text or ask and answer a question or two.

· What perplexes you about a particular passage? Try beginning, "I wonder why..." or "I'm having trouble understanding how...' or "It perplexes or surprises me that..." 
· On what points, or about what issues, do you agree or disagree? Write down supporting ideas. Try arguing with the author. Think of this as a place to carry on a dialogue with the author.
· How does the author's attitude shape the way he or she presents the material?

What is NOT a thought sheet?

· Do not merely summarize.

· Do not simply draw a scene from the book.

· Do not think a half page will do.  Make your thought sheet rich with quotations and images.  Seek to design a response that uses your entire sheet of paper. Your grade will be contingent upon the quality of your work.

· Do not use a sheet larger than 8 ½ X 11 and do not use lined paper.

Parent Permission Requirement

May 24, 2011

Dear Students,

You have enrolled in AP Language and Composition for your senior year, and your summer reading assignment allows you significant freedom of choice in what you may read for your summer reading assignment. 

I am mindful of balancing your exposure to texts that have literary value and respecting JSerra’s mission which strives to provide you with a Catholic, value-based education. Therefore, I ask that you review your choices of summer reading with your parents and find books which both interest you and respect all requirements your parents have for your personal reading material. 

Please have your parents sign the attached form and return it to me on the first day of school. 

The course work for AP Language focuses on non-fiction literary texts in order to prepare you for the AP exam next May, but you are free to read fiction as well as non-fiction this summer. 

Find something you like and enjoy!  If you start something and it doesn’t grab you then put it down and move on.  Books are like blueberries, there’s always another yummy one on the vine.

Yours in Christ,

Mrs. Sickler

AP Language & Composition Summer Reading Books Permission Slip

I the undersigned parent/guardian of ___________________________________________ 






(print name of student)
do hereby give my permission for my son/daughter to read the following four books:

1. The Last Lecture

2. ______________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________

Signature of parent 
________________________________________ Date
