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Day 1 : Arrive in Fairbanks 

Afternoon: Fly into Fairbanks and hit the ground running as we spend our 

first afternoon exploring the University of Alaska’s Museum of the North. 

Explore their exhibits and start learning about Alaska’s subarctic. That 

evening we’ll stay at the River’s Edge Resort  

Day 2 : Take the Train to Denali 
Morning:  After breakfast at River’s Edge we’ll head to the Fairbanks  

Railroad Depot and board the train to Denali.  

Afternoon: Upon your arrival at the Denali Railroad Depot we’ll be  

greeted by one of DECs Group Leaders and Field Educators. From the  

depot we’ll head straight into the Park for your first hike! Don’t worry 

about lunch, DEC will provide to-go lunched to enjoy on the trail.  

Evening: After an afternoon of stretching our legs, travel to DEC’s 10-acre 

campus for a short orientation to our campus before dinner.  

Evening Presentation: Welcome to the Subarctic*- intro to Alaska’s ecology. 

Day 3 : Explore Denali’s Park Road 
Morning/Afternoon: Travel to the heart of Denali National Park on a day-

long journey to the Eielson Visitor Center. At the Visitor Center we can 

take in one of the two established trails and gain some amazing views 

along the way. Throughout the day, enjoy views of the Alaska Range and 

its many peaks. Have your cameras ready to take pictures of wildlife, which 

may include caribou, grizzly bears, moose, and more! 

Day 4 : Triple Lakes Trail and Nenana River Rafting 

Morning: After breakfast  strike out on the trail and spend the morning 

with a field educator exploring a portion of Denali’s Triple Lakes Trail.  

Afternoon: After lunch at Denali’s Education Center we’ll trade in our land 

legs for dry suit and spend the afternoon rafting the Nenana River. The 

Rapids gradually increase from a Class 1 current to an exhilarating Class III/

IV in the lower part of the canyon.  

Evening Presentation: Climbing Denali with a local mountaineer* 

Day 5: Learn About Alaska’s Cultures in Anchorage 

Morning: Breakfast, check-out, and board the bus for Anchorage.  

Afternoon: After checking into our Anchorage accommodations we’ll head 

to the Alaska Native Heritage Center. At the center we’ll Learn about the 

many cultures that make up Alaska’s Native community and the traditions 

that make them unique.   

Evening:  Dinner and group reflection focused on our time in Alaska. 
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Day 6 : Giving Back to Alaska 

Morning:  After breakfast we’ll attend services as a group in the Holy  

Family Cathedral in Anchorage.  

Afternoon: After mass we’ll spend the rest of this day giving back to our 

new Alaskan community with a day of community service with Catholic  

Social Services. Students will receive community service hours for this day. 

Day 7 :  Set Our Sights on Seward! 
Morning: Enjoy an early breakfast before we head for Seward.  

Afternoon: Check in to the Moby Dick Hostel, our home away from home 

while in Seward. Spend the rest of your afternoon relaxing and getting  

acquainted with Seward.  

Day 8: Explore Exit Glacier 

Morning: After breakfast we’ll head to out for a short hike at Exit Glacier. 

As you approach the Park’s entrance be sure to keep a watch out for the 

date markers that line the road. These dates mark where the terminus of 

Exit glacier was located at that time.  

Afternoon: Spend this evening at the Alaska Sea Life Center. Perched along 

the inlet, this amazing center features displays that highlight Alaska’s 

coastal ecology. Be sure to step out onto their observation deck and check 

the waters for whale spouts or sea otters.  

Day 9 : Kayaking the Coast 

Morning/Afternoon: Spend the day in a sea kayak with a local guide as our 

group takes to the water to get some hands on exploration. Learn about 

the rich and divers marine ecology that make their home on  Alaska’s coast. 

Day 10 : Boat Cruise of the Coast 
Morning/Afternoon: Trade in your paddle for sea lags as we spend the day 

on board sight seeing boat tour more of Alaska’s coast. Catch glimpses of 

glaciers and rich coastal ecology. Keep your eyes peeled for our larger 

wildlife such as seals, whales, and a variety of coastal birds.  

Evening: Tonight we will gather as a group this evening to reflect on our 

time in Alaska and all that we’ve learned during our travels.  

Day 11 : Adieu Alaska 

Morning:  After breakfast we’ll pack up and head back towards Anchorage, 

the airport, and our flights home.  

  

Contact Ryan Phillips at alaska@jserra.org for more information. 
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DENALI CLASS 

Welcome to the Subarctic!   

This one-hour program lays the foundation for understanding and 

appreciating Denali and Interior Alaska. Learn about the sometimes 

surprising, always extreme, conditions that shape life in Denali and 

define a subarctic  ecosystem. This 1-hour interactive program will 

explore the complexities of Alaska’s ecology, delve into how our 

wildlife is adapted to the subarctic, and look at the history that 

shaped Alaska. 

  

DENALI  HIKES 

Savage Alpine Trail 

Experience a piece of Denali’s alpine ecosystem as the trail climbs 

out of the Savage River valley and towards the Mount Healy  

Ridgeline. This will be the first opportunity to gain views of Mt.  

Denali– weather permitting. During the hike be on the lookout for 

marmot, ground squirrels, or Dall sheep. This 4-mile hike, with 1,500 

feet of elevation gain ends at the historic Savage Campground. 

Triple Lakes Trail 

Travel the 4 miles of this out and back trail as it winds its way 

through one of Denali’s stunning river valleys. Along the way gain 

stunning views of the three lakes that give this trail its name. Be on 

the lookout for moose, beaver, and various bird species– which are 

all possible sightings along this trail.   

 

OPTIONAL DENALI  ACTIVITES  

Interested in flightseeing or visiting the kennels of an  

Iditarod champion during your visit to Denali? Our Program Group 

Leaders would be happy to arrange these activities for you!  
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