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Today You’ll Learn
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• How to manage activities and class selection

• 4 important skills

• The mythology of college admissions

• How to spend summers wisely and well

• Some interesting data
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Don’t overthink the 
activities piece

• Family input matters

• What does the student do now, and does she enjoy it?

• Is there something he is interested in doing more of?

• Exploration is a desirable outcome

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freshmen get to experiment and dabble in lots of different things – by the junior year, you really want to have a sense of what you enjoy and do more of that
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There are 4 possible 
academic tracks

• No honors classes

• All honors

• Strong liberal arts 

• Strong STEM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often, proactive J Serra families are oriented to All Honors, but you might want to give consideration to putting more energy into the side of the curriculum where your child is naturally strong (eg science and math = STEM)
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These 4 issues matter now 
and forever

• Typing

• Presenting

• Accelerating at least one academic path

• Grit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenting is a life skill that matches well in college admissions.  Grit sounds sort of “buzzy” but colleges seek this more and more.
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5 of the great myths

• It’s so hard to get into college

• Highly competitive colleges are all about the numbers

• Woe and pain are desirable

• If you ask for financial help, you’ll be penalized in 
admissions

• The giant fib

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of the above is simply not true.  Most colleges are not ultra-competitive – only about 50-100 of them are.  The “giant fib” is the belief that where you go to college as an undergrad links to how much money you make.  That’s not true at all – it is true that your major correlates to your earnings
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Summer time – and the livin’ 
isn’t quite as easy

• 3rd semester

• Academic versus cultural versus experiential

• Where are you today and where do you wish to be

• Pick substance over style

• Be wary of the psychological scam

• A resource for you: https://collegewise.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/2016-CollegewiseGuideToSummer.pdf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The psychological scam is the one where a famous school (eg Harvard) offers a summer school, and we as parents say, “hey if I send my child to this, she’ll have a better chance of getting into an Ivy.”  It’s just not true.

https://collegewise.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2016-CollegewiseGuideToSummer.pdf


College Admissions 
State of the Nation

Colleges accepting <20% of
applicants
Colleges accepting 30-40%
of applicants
Colleges accepting at least
half of applicants
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• Odds of getting in with less than a 4.0
 Berkeley 3% (1100 students)
 LA 3% (1720 students)
 San Diego 10% (4100 students)
 Irvine 30% (8100 students)

• Odds of getting in with less than a 3.7
 Davis 5% (1300 students)
 S. Barbara 5% (1500 students)
 S. Cruz 20% (5500 students)

Source:  UCOP pathways data

GPAs really do matter in UC 
admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GPA matters hugely



• College admissions should be an exciting time for every 
family

• Find the right fit and encourage student ownership over 
process

• Redefine the meaning of a great college

• The two most dangerous words in college admissions

Some hard earned wisdom

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A great college:The student will be happy and successfulThe college will admit the studentYou can afford for the student to attendTwo most dangerous words are “I heard” because what follows will be both fear inducing and usually wrong
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Highly Selective College (HSCs) 
admissions rates are getting 

crazier
Accept Rate 

2007
Accept Rate

2016
Total Apps 

2007
Total Apps 

2016

Brown 13.5% 8.6% 19,044 30,397
Columbia 10.4% 4.9% 21,343 36,250
Cornell 20.5% 13.3% 30,382 41,907
Dartmouth 15.3% 8.8% 14,176 20,504
Harvard 9.0% 3.2% 22,955 37,305
Penn 15.9% 7.9% 22,634 37,267
Princeton 9.5% 4.9% 18,942 27,290
Yale 9.6% 4.7% 19,323 30,237

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Crazy, isn’t it and we guarantee that these numbers will be even more competitive in 4 years.  This is why we never define admissions success through these schools



12

It’s an advantage to apply early 
to HSCs (rolling, ED, EA)

Early Accept. 
Rate 2007

Early Accept. 
Rate 2016

%of Class 
Filled by 

Early Apps 
2007

% of Class 
Filled by 

Early Apps 
2016

Brown 22.7% 20.0% 35.2% 38.0%
Columbia 24.5% 18.5% 44.0% 45.0%
Cornell 36.6% 27.2% 36.2% 41.3%
Dartmouth 29.6% 26.0% 35.2% 43.0%
Harvard 21.8% 16.5% unknown unknown
Penn 29.0% 23.9% 48.3% 54.4%
Princeton 25.5% 19.9% 48.0% 60% (est)
Yale 19.7% 16.0% unknown unknown

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, this is true at highly selective colleges – applying early is pretty much a must.
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UC graduation rates aren’t 
that great

UC 4 years 6 years Annual Cost
Berkeley 61% 88% $30,000

Irvine 51% 80% $30,000
Merced 46% n/a $28,000

Los Angeles 66% 90% $30,000
San Diego 56% 84% $31,000
Riverside 38% 66% $29,000

Davis 43% 79% $29,000
Santa Barbara 50% 80% $31,000

Santa Cruz 47% 68% $31,000

Source:  CA Post Secondary Ed. Commission (cpec.gov)
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Private CA colleges graduate 
students far more rapidly

Source:  CA Post Secondary Ed. Commission (cpec.gov)

4 years 6 years

Redlands 59% 67%

LMU 65% 76%

Occidental 76% 81%

Santa Clara 79% 84%



What is Collegewise?

15

Founded in Irvine, CA in 1999, we are now America’s 
largest independent college consulting company

Collegewise helps students and families find, apply 
and get into the universities that are the best fit both 
academically and financially

We’ve helped more than 10,000 families get into more 
than 800 different colleges and universities

Go to www.collegewise.com to learn more and 
download free admissions resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned in the opening, our knowledge of J Serra is more advanced because for the first two years of the school’s existence, we served as the college counselors for the first two classes as J Serra ramped up its college counseling department

http://www.collegewise.com/


More info
Here are some Collegewise free resources:

https://collegewise.com/free-stuff/

This is my email address

paulk@collegewise.com
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students who are freshmen do not need comprehensive college counseling, but if you’d like additional outside advice about what to do in the summers, course selection or picking activities, let us know and we can easily schedule you for an hour or two with a Collegewise counselor

https://collegewise.com/free-stuff/
mailto:paulk@collegewise.com
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