
Humanities 1 (English) - Summer Reading Assignment 

• Read Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 (be ready for a test or essay on the
first day)

• Complete a Thought Sheet (see p. 3), with the addition of a section for
three “Humanities Questions” on the front or back

Read Fahrenheit 451 and create a thought sheet according to the instructions and examples given in 
the summer assignment instructions for English 1 Honors (see page 3 below), but with an added 
specification: somewhere within the thought sheet—or on the back if you can’t make room on the 
front—include a section titled Humanities Questions. 

For this section, ask yourself, “Does the novel Fahrenheit 451 provoke any questions in me about 
human nature (about human beings in general, or even about myself or my own existence)? What do I 
honestly find curious or perplexing about the nature of humanity or my own life as I look back on this 
novel?” Articulate three strong questions about human nature based on your experience of the 
novel. These should be questions that genuinely make you ponder, questions that you don’t already 
know how to answer. You can ask about anything related to our common human experience of any of 
the following: 

freedom 
morality 
goodness 
evil 
family 
community 
relationships 

courage 
fear 
truth 
conflict 
entertainment 
technology 
happiness 

individuality 
disagreement 
conformity 
original thought 
memory 
history 
censorship 

meaning 
spirituality 
religion 
despair 
beauty 
love 
social pressure 

war 
revolution 
violence 
resistance 

You can address any topic on this list, or any other(s) you think should be included. 

One further option: if the novel made you reflect specifically on what it’s like to 
live in today’s world, you may choose to ask one of your three questions about what 
makes society the way it is today or how it could be different. 

Contextualize each question by introducing it with a statement or two. Here are some samples: 

• A key catalyst of Montag’s awakening is Clarisse’s question, “Are you happy?” What 
constitutes human happiness? What does the answer say about our purpose or nature as 
human beings?
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• Montag has a wife, Mildred, but the novel clearly portrays the failures of their relationship.
What qualities make for a true companion, especially when someone’s world seems to be
falling apart?

• Many of the people of Montag’s world unquestioningly hold socially acceptable opinions, but
early in the novel Montag becomes unable or unwilling to do the same. What makes a person
question the attitudes that the vast majority of people around him or her take for granted? Is it
only certain people who naturally question the status quo, or are all human beings capable of
doing so, but only if a certain experience provokes them? If so, what essential factors make up
such a provocation?

• The futuristic technology portrayed in the novel increases human beings’ comfort,
capabilities, and potential for entertainment. Why does an increase in these things bring
problems with it, rather than simply being a good thing?

As you might have noticed, sometimes it can be helpful to ask a series of questions rather than just 
one, either because asking the same question in a different way clarifies what you mean by the first 
question, or because follow-up questions show how a certain answer to the first question leads to 
further inquiry. 

Rationale: 
Assignments usually ask you for answers, but what good are answers before you have questions? 
This assignment asks you to come up with questions instead of answers, because practicing good 
questioning draws upon and intensifies our God-given desire for truth. Literature invites us to look 
for ways to unearth meaning in what may initially seem mere embellishment. Additionally, great 
books often portray aspects of human experience which cannot easily be put into simpler language, so 
questions help us approach the truth contained therein. Asking a good question rather than simply 
making a statement indicates that you’re letting the book push you beyond the boundaries of your 
understanding, rather than reducing the book’s meaning to what you already know—or think you 
know—about human existence. 
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Thought Sheet Instructions 

What is a Thought Sheet? A thought sheet is a handwritten, unlined, single-page (8-½ x 11) 
response to your text. A thought sheet connects the verbal and the visual; it connects the novel’s 
ideas to your ideas. A thought sheet displays an active investment in what you are reading.   

Directions: Cover a page with writing: quotations, thoughts, and images. Use the entire sheet of 
paper. Your grade will be contingent upon the quality and quantity of your work. 

How to Fill your Thought Sheet How NOT to Fill your Thought Sheet 
 Extract a telling quotation; use it as a

springboard to explore your own ideas.
 Sketch a small visual image to reflect your

thoughts on a specific part of the novel.
 Make connections with other texts or

concepts or historic events.
 Cluster words and images around a

dominant impression, feeling, or thought
regarding what you have read.

 Make a personal statement about the
novel.

 Include a “Humanities Questions” section
if you’re in the Humanities Program.

 Don’t type or cut out pictures and paste
them on the sheet.

 Don’t merely summarize.
 Don’t simply draw one or two pictures or

a scene from the novel.
 Don’t think a half page will do.
 Don’t use a sheet larger than 8-½ x 11.
 Don’t use lined paper.

Some sample student Thought Sheets follow this page. 
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